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is something about their expression which Strikes every
stranger as singularly pleasing, perhaps from its being
indicative of that patience, docility, and contentment,
which are certainly their chief characteristics. We see
at least, in every part of our Eastern empire, that with a
little care, coupled with a full understanding of their
habits and wishes, and backed by^a thorough dis-
interestedness and genuine public spirit on the part of
their rulers, the above-mentioned qualities of the Hin-
doos may be turned to the highest account in all the
arts of war, and many of the arts of peace.

Perhaps not the least curious sight in the bazaar of
Bombay are the ornaments worn by the women and
children, by which, with the most lavish profusion,
and the most ill-directed taste, they succeed in disfigur-
ing themselves as much as possible. And this might
lead us almost to suspect that their taste in the other
parts of their dress, like the gracefulness of their
carriage, is the result, not of choice and study, but of
happy accident. The custom of carrying their water-
vessels on the head requires an erectness of gait during
the performance of that duty, which may become the
easiest and most natural at other times. And probably
some circumstance incident to the climate may, in like
manner, direct the fashion in adjusting their drapery.

Most of the women wear nose-rings of great dimen-
sions. I have seen many which hung below the chin;
and certainly to us this seems a strange ornament. I
forget whether or'not the Hindoo women cover their
fingers with rings as our ladies do, but their principal
fashion seems to consist in loading the wrists and ankles
with armlets and bangles, as they are called, of gold and
silver. The virgin gold generally used for this purpose,
is almost always rich and grateful to the eye. But, I
imagine, no art can make a silver ornament look any-
thing but vulgar. Just as we sometimes see persons in
Europe crowd ring upon ring on their fingers till all
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